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PERSEVERANCE OF HOPE 
Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

    Over the past couple years, we have been through a lot as a people. I know that ya’ll have lived
through these things, and many of you probably are sick and tired of hearing about them. I am
going to mention a couple of them and then get onto my greater point quickly, as not to be
exhausting or partisan.
     As I write this article, the world seems to be in upheaval. We are suffering through a continuing
COVID-19 pandemic. This disease has affected all of us, changing every aspect of our lives for
what has now become a year and a half. This disease has brought suffering, worry, uncertainty,
fear, loneliness, and it has even brought death. On top of this, I have spoken to many people who
are still rattled by the tragedy that has become of the United States’ military’s recent pullout of
Afghanistan. To add to this slew of tragedy, another devastating category 4 hurricane has wrecked
havoc on people in Louisiana and other places along the Gulf Coast. Feel free to add in other
examples of tragedy that you are currently experiencing right here.
     I bring these examples up to clarify and expound on a discussion that I had with the Adult Bible
class of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Bishop, Texas. We were speaking about contentment, and
during this discussion I asked the question: “If Christ has not been raised from the dead, then what
would our lives look like?’ After a little of contemplation, the answer became something along these
lines: “They would look identical to our lives now, except without hope.”
     Many times I have seen this realization turn into faithlessness. When surrounded by suffering,
it can be easy and tempting to try and throw God under the bus. It can feel freeing to reject the
faith because if it were true, then God would be powerful enough and loving enough to stop the
evils that are befalling upon us. If you are feeling like this is a viable path for your life, please know
this. God is powerful enough, he is loving enough, he is loving enough, and he has done
something to undo this present strife. 
     This is the entire purpose of the Gospel story. God loves you and the world so much that he
sent his Son into it to do something about suffering and its cause. In the life, death, and
resurrection human sin has been paid for and the grave has been defeated. On account of he
resurrection of Christ, we know what the future of this world is. We know that sin, death, the devil.
And our own rebellious natures are not going to win, but rather we know that we will be raised
perfectly to live with God forever! We have become convinced that no matter what happens in life,
God has provided for us in the next, and that it is going to be good! 
      This is hope. On account of Christ, we possess hope and this hope causes us to do crazy
things! This hope causes us to love our neighbors, even when they don’t show us love. This hope
causes us to praise God, even as the forces of evil fight against the church. This hope causes us
to rejoice, even in the midst of our sufferings. Dear members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, right
now you possess hope because of Christ. Lean upon him, even when it is difficult to see! Alleluia!
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! Amen. Pastor Ulmer



DORCAS CIRCLE REPORT

At 10:00 AM on Tuesday, August 2, 2021, the LWML and Dorcas Circle met for a joint meeting in
the Conference Room. Pastor Ulmer opened with prayer and presented the topic.  The group then
discussed various pros and cons of the possible merging of Dorcas Circle with LWML.  The
meeting ended with a prayer by Pastor and all joined in reciting the Lord’s Prayer.

CALL TO ORDER:   Immediately following the combined meeting, the Dorcas Circle proceeded
to the Parish Hall for their regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was called to order by President
Allison Ulmer.  

ROLL CALL / MINUTES / FINANCIAL REPORT:   Roll call showed 7 members present; 5 absent. 
 Minutes from the May meeting were read by the secretary and approved.  The treasurer gave a
financial report as of July 31st.

COMMUNICATIONS:   None

COMMITTEES:  Kitchen Committee—No report;  Flower Chart—Open dates–August 1, 8, 29; 

                            Visit the Sick—JoAnn Denkeler

OLD BUSINESS:  
We received from Abby Faske Goehring an official request for resignation from Dorcas

Circle membership.  A motion was made and seconded that we accept Abby’s resignation; motion
passed.

Judy Felder reported she was able to reserve only 5 seats at a table for the Kleberg County
Pregnancy Center’s upcoming 10th annual Celebration of Life banquet to be held on September
30th at 6:00 PM in the New Life Center at St. Gertrude’s Church.  She will send the details of this
event to those ladies who indicated they were interested in attending.
 
NEW BUSINESS:

This being the beginning of a new school year, we discussed giving a $100 donation to each
St. Paul school teacher and to Allison for supplies.  A motion was made and seconded that we give
Natalie Wade, Wynette Wolf, Susan Moerbe, and Allison Ulmer $100 each for school supplies;
motion passed.

The bake sale to be held in conjunction with the Rummage Sale on August 7 th was
discussed.  The group decided each member will bring 2 baked items to sell.  Members are to be
at the Parish Hall on Saturday, August 7, by 7:00 AM.

A motion was made and seconded that we hold a Harvest Days fundraiser on November
6th; motion passed.  Allison will make applications and information available to hopeful vendors. 
 

A motion was made and seconded that we meet on September 7th at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room for our next meeting; motion passed.

Carolyn Faske informed the group that an all-day upcoming Texas District Fall Retreat is
planned for October 9th for anyone–-not just LWML–-and may be viewed virtually. More information
regarding this event is forthcoming.  We will further discuss this event at our next monthly meeting.

With no further business, the meeting closed with the singing of the Doxology and the Lord’s
Prayer. Dorcas Circle invites all ladies of the congregation to attend our monthly meetings.  We
would love to welcome you as a guest or a new member.   

–Jane Jungmann, Secretary



LWML

The LWML held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 3, 2021at 10:00AM. This was a join
meeting with the Dorcas Circle to consider joining the two groups. Topic was given by Pastor
Ulmer. After some discussion the two groups separated and met to continue the business of the
individual groups. President Lowman welcomed all members of the LWML to the meeting. Jean
Wheeler will be sent a card in celebration of her birthday this month. Jean was a former member
of our group. Minutes were approved as read. Roll Call showed five members present. Finances- 
Treasurer’s Report indicated a balance of $1,694.00.

COMMUNICATIONS: No communications to report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Religious Cards:   On-going.  Visit the Sick: Mickey Bonin and Susan
Moerbe made visits to church members - Dale, Joanie, Arnel, Ida Cude, and Frances Melde.
Marlett made a phone call to Sweetie McNair.  National Mission Grant Feature & Prayer: A
Mission Map showing the nations where the 2019-2021 grants was distributed. The 2021-2023
mission goal os $2,150,000, which will fund 28 mission grants. Prayers for those grants have not
been posted on the LWML website. Texas District Mission Grants: Reaching Immigrants and
Refugees - Multi- Ethnic Ministry of North Texas - $10,084.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Merging of the two groups- Membership has been an issue with 3-4
attending monthly. Discussion followed including that the two organizations already work jointly four
time a year:
1. February - Prayer Service 
2. November - Christmas theme planning for Christmas Social
3. April - Easter, Confirmation and Graduation celebrations
4. August - Beginning of school 
St. Paul LWML was organized October 3, 1935, 86 years ago. National LWML will celebrate 80
years in 2022.

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. LWR Collection in November- school kits and hygiene kits. Our organization will continue to   
  donate to the LWR funds, with a contribution to the Dorcas Circle. 
2. Zone Executive Board meeting was held July 24 at Mt. live, Corpus Christi. No representative
was present from our group. 
3. Fall Event will be held October 2021 with more details to follow.
4. Nominating Committee - members on the committee include Kathy Lowman, Helen Schneider,
Sharon Shrader. Officers needed include VP of Servant Resources, VP of Christian Life, and
Secretary. 
5. Remember 9/11- Discussion followed and it was decided not to do anything, as we have in the
past, for this date.
The Lord’s Prayer and singing of the Doxology ended the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,
   –Marlett Bahn, LWML Secretary



( The name in italic is the person requesting prayers for the individual. ) 

NON MEMBERS MEMBERS
JoAnn Douglas - Pastor Ulmer Mike Denkeler - JoAnn Denkeler

Dick Dudley - Carolyn Faske Nancy Kieschnick - Pastor Ulmer

Beverly Filla-Streib - Jennifer Filla Sweetie McNair - Carolyn Faske

Chuck Fredrikson - Bobby Moreno Joan Miller - Pastor Ulmer

Eddy Frost - Tessie Rudel Dale Moerbe - Marilyn Moerbe

Blake Gibson - Carolyn Faske

Gerald Kubsch - Virgil Kieschnick

Evelyn Loewe - Carolyn Faske

Virginia Loewe - Carolyn Faske

Pam Lukenbach - Kathy Lowman

Michael Lyons - Kathy Lowman

Janice Michalk - Shirley Michalk

Corrie Mosqueda - Marlett Bahn

Barbara Rapstein - Marlett Bahn

Cyndee Remmert - Arnell Harlan

Lane Rex - Jeorge Faske

John Salinas - Kathy Lowman

Helen Schneider - Kathy Lowman

Kendra Schroeder - Judy Felder

Rosie Lee Schroeder - Judy Felder

Ann Shipley - Carolyn Faske

Michael Spieglehaur - JoAnn Denkeler

Lee Tiller - Jane Jungmann

Helen Witzsche - Tawnya Denkeler

Alex Wurtz - Mickey Bonin

FRIENDS & FAMILY

Harvey Becker
Howard Crawford
Jamie Flores
Danny Kaiser 



PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER PRESENTATION We will have a presentation from our the
school PTL playground committee after church on September 12th. Please make every effort to
attend so that your questions regarding the structure and fundraising campaign may be answered. 

SAVE THE DATE! Harvest Days 2021 will be held on Saturday, November 6th for 9:00 AM-
2:00 PM. Vendor applications and information will be available on the church website and the
church face book page by mid September. For vendor information, contact Allison Ulmer at 361-
236-5507 or alulmer@gmail.com 

FLOWERS WITH ATTITUDE Jennifer Cash is available to make arrangements for the Altar.
You may contact her at 979-942-4104.

THRIVENT ACTION TEAM – If you are a Thrivent member you may apply to lead a Thrivent
Action Team/Project. Think about an unmet need in your community including but not limited to
our school and church, then decide how you could help. Apply at www.thrivent.com and go to
Action Teams then follow the steps to lead your volunteer team in a one-time fundraiser, service
activity, or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Come up with your own idea
to make a difference. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action Kit with a $250
Community Impact Card you can use to get your project off the ground. Members may lead 2
projects a year.

TEACHER AND BOARD OF EDUCATION INSTALLATION- Took place during worship
service on August 8th. We wish all of our staff and students a wonderful and productive school
year. This years teachers are Natalie Wade, Nettie Wolf, and Susan Moerbe.  The Board of
Christian Education members are Jennifer Filla, Allison Ulmer, Nadine Jones, and Kendall Huey. 
We would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to Marilyn Moerbe, and Amy Garcia for their years of
selfless dedication and hard work as a member of the Board of Christian Education.

MISSION OFFERINGS The congregation has met its Missions goal for 2021. Undesignated
offerings on the second Sundays of September, October, November, and December will go to the
Home Budget. Additional contributions for the support of the work of the Lutheran Church--Missouri
Synod and the Texas District can be made by writing "Missions" on your check or offering
envelope.



   ARK OF THE COVENANT   

For the Israelites, the Ark of the Covenant was at the center of worship. It
contained the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, a pot of manna and
Aaron’s rod. In the Old Testament, the ark was a visible representation of
God’s throne, or presence, on earth, where he communed with Moses and
the high priests. It also represents our earthly bodies, where the Holy Spirit
dwells.

   September 6th September 11th

         September 12th

         

         
  September 22nd 



September 2021
ACOLYTES
     (Jr. High youth will acolyte when they are available.)

ALTAR FLOWERS
        5th - open 
      12th - M/M Cliett Lowman 
      19th - open 
      26th - open 

COMMUNION WARE HELPERS
Sally Moerbe          Shirley Michalk

VISIT THE SICK
LWML

Please call if you know of a member who is ill and needs
a visit.

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND SHUT- INS
. . . . in your thoughts and prayers, and with acts
of love and kindness.
Our Sick and Shut-In:
Ernest Bolland -The Villa,2822 Robby St #C19,CCTX
78410
Ida Cude- at home
Nancy Kieschnick - at home
Noris & Frances Melde -Norris-Kingsville Nursing &
Rehabilitation, 3130 South Brahma Blvd. Kingsville, Tx
78363
Dorothy Richter - Lone Star Ranch Rehabilitation &
Healthcare Center Rm #102, 316  General Cavazos Blvd.,
Kingsville Texas  78363

Our Members on Active/Reserve Military Duty:
Johnathan Bishop, Mollie Christiansen, Dustin Denkeler,
Terrell Felder, David Lyons, C. R. Michalk, Sandranell
Moerbe, Jason Roe, Justin Zoch

THE LUTHERAN HOUR
September 5 . . . . . . . .  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Micheal Zeigler
"LIVING, MIGHTY, ACTIVE FAITH” —(Isaiah 35:4-7)An
elephant is a living, mighty, active thing. So is the faith of Jesus. 

September 12 . . . . . . . . Speaker: Rev. Dr. Micheal Zeigler
“WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?” —(Luke 10:25-37)We can't
build a more hopeful neighborhood if we don't know who our
neighbors are and we go out of our way to avoid them. 

September 19 . . . . . . . . Speaker: Rev. Dr. Micheal Zeigler
“SCRAPPED GIFTS” —(James 1)God saves our scraps and
regifts them with Easter possibility. 

September 26 . . . . . . . . . . Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge
“SEEK THE WELFARE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD ”
—(Jeremiah 29)We can start to make the world a better place
by seeking the welfare of the neighborhoods into which God has
placed us.
The Lutheran Hour may be heard every Sunday  at:  
6:00 a.m. – AM Radio Station 1200 WOAI (San Antonio)
The Lutheran Hour is available online 24 hours every day at:
www.lutheranhour.org

                  

September
Birthdays & Anniversaries! 

 SEPTEMBER
  4 - Hayes Huey  
  5 - Mrs. Brandi Westgate
  5 - Mr. Jason Schroeder
  6 - Mrs. Frances Melde
  6 - Mrs. Ruth Ann Smith
  7 - Tyler Kieschnick
  7 - Miss Cheyenne Melde
  7 - Miss Dakota Melde
  8 - Mr. JoJo Sanchez
  9 - Mr. Donny McNair
  9 - Mason Shaw
 

 9 -  Mr. Hunter Smith
11-  Lydia Ulmer
12 - Mr. Hayden Bade
12 - Mrs. Dorothy Richter
16 - Nicole Jones
20 - Audra  Rudel
22 - Mrs. Marlett Bahn
22 - Mrs. Nadine Jones
22 - Joanna Ulmer
26-  M&M Cole Patchell
29 - Mrs. Cheryl Edwards




