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Seeing as God Sees, Loving as God Loves
A simple and poignant Sunday School song says simply, “God sees the little sparrow fall. It meets His
tender view; if God so loves the little birds, I know He loves me too.” The central theme of the song
is the care of God for His creation. The words also serve as a reminder that God sees us, His
children, in a special way. We are the crown of His creation, as are all the people He has fashioned.
Seeing people as God sees them is central to our lives of faith!

PRESERVICE:  “See A Victory”

THE BELL                       CANDLES                        WELCOME
(Order of service:  Divine Service–Setting One, page 151 LSB)

         CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION         

OPENING HYMN:   “Come People Of The Risen King”

Come, people of the risen King,
Who delight to bring Him praise.
Come, all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace.
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him,
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice, O Church of Christ, rejoice!

1

Come, those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night.
Come, those who tell of battles won,
And those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change,
And His mercies never cease,
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace. Refrain

Come, young and old from every land,
Men and women of the faith.
Come, those with full or empty hands,
Find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing,
Shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age;
‘Our God is all in all’. Refrain

INVOCATION:
(P:)   In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(C:)   AMEN.

EXHORTATION: If we say we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

— Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. —

CONFESSION: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN.



         SERVICE OF THE WORD         

INTROIT Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: Ps. 66:16

Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!

Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the living

and has not let our feet slip.
Blessèd be God,

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and I will tell what he has done for my soul.

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy: Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
LORD, HAVE MERCY.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
LORD, HAVE MERCY.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

AMEN.
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HYMN OF PRAISE ~Gloria in Excelsis:

SALUTATION: The Lord be with you.
AND ALSO WITH YOU.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: Let us pray.
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are
right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

AMEN. [ Sit ]

FIRST READING Acts 10:34–48
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good
news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the
people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be
judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.

This is the Word of the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD.

GRADUAL: Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor,

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

EPISTLE 1 John 5:1–8
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves
whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey
his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God? This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and
the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify:
the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

This is the Word of the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD. [ Stand ]

ALLELUIA VERSE:   LSB 156
 Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD.

John 15:9-17 —  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. [Jesus said:] “This
is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lays down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

APOSTLES’ CREED: Hymnal, inside back cover [ Sit ]

SERMON HYMN:   “Love In Christ Is Strong And Living” #706

Love in Christ is strong and living,
Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving.
May His will in us be done.

Love is patient and forbearing,
Clothed in Christ’s humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring,
Reaching out in charity.

Love in Christ abides forever,
Fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven,
Shall endure until life’s end.

Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005008
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SERMON: “The Case For Love” John 15: 9-17

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:                           Remember in prayer— 
Mia Balko - Lilly Kay Brown - JoAnn Douglas - Dick Dudley - Beverly Filla-Streib - Chuck Fredrikson - Blake Gibson -
Mark Holly - Evelyn Loewe - Virginia Loewe - Michael Lyons - Barbara Rapstein - Cyndee Remmert - Lane Rex -
Hailey Russell - John Salinas - Dorothy Schroeder - Ann Shipley - Shane Small - Michael Spieglehaur - Lee Tiller -
Helen Witzsche - Alex Wurtz - Nancy Kieschnick - Joan Miller - Our Military & their Families - Our Nation - Business
Owners - Rain

LORD'S PRAYER: (Hymnal, inside back cover)
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, . . .

CLOSING COLLECT: Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    AMEN.

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
AMEN. [ Sit ]

CLOSING HYMN:   “Christ The Eternal Lord” #829

Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known.

Christ the unchanging Word To ev'ry passing age,
Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture's page;
Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read,
Within Your word by faith to find The bread of life indeed.

Christ the redeeming Son, Who shares our human birth,
And by His death salvation won For ev'ry child of earth;
Inspire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love abroad,
That all may honour Christ today And follow Him as Lord.
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Christ the unfading Light Of everlasting day,
Our Morning Star in splendour bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give To servants as to friends,
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth's brief journey ends.

Christ the ascended King Exalted high above,
Whose praise unending ages sing, Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past Your voice from heaven's throne
Shall call Your children home at last To know as we are known.

SILENT PRAYER
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