Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all.
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Fruitful Branches of the Vine Divine
One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the grape. Grapevines are everywhere
in America, from New York and Virginia on the East Coast to California and Washington on the West
Coast. Driving by a vineyard and seeing row after row of flourishing vines is a visually pleasant
experience. Jesus speaks to the disciples and us that He is the true vine and we are the branches. He says
that God looks for us to be fruit-bearing as we are grafted into our life-giving Lord. Through our worship
together, we are nourished in fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit.
PRESERVICE ANTHEM:
THE BELL

“Christ Is With Me”
CANDLES

Treble Choir
WELCOME

(Order of service: Divine Service–Setting One, page 151 LSB)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
OPENING HYMN: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” Accompanied by the Handbell Choir
Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.
Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.
Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.

INVOCATION:
(P:) In the name of the Father and of the
EXHORTATION:

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
— Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. —

CONFESSION:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
ABSOLUTION:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
AMEN.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT

Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16
A little while, and you will see me no longer;

and again a little while, and you will see me.
I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you

and praise your name forever and ever.
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(C:) AMEN.
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The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,

and all your saints shall bless you!
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,

and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A little while, and you will see me no longer;

and again a little while, and you will see me.
KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy:

Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

LORD, HAVE MERCY.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

AMEN.
HYMN OF PRAISE ~ This is the Feast:

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

SALUTATION:

The Lord be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.
COLLECT OF THE DAY:
Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.AMEN.
[ Sit ]
FIRST READING

Acts 8:26–40

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he
opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life
is taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture
he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and
the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And
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when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

ALLELUIA VERSE:

This is the Word of the Lord.

THANKS BE TO GOD.
GRADUAL:

Christ has risen from the dead.

HOLY GOSPEL:

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor,

John 15:1–8 — [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that

he has put all things under his feet.
1 John 4:1–21

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God.
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children,
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They
are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit
of truth and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this
the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide
in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him,
and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected
in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

This is the Word of the Lord.

THANKS BE TO GOD.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

GLORY TO YOU, O LORD.

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
EPISTLE

LSB 156

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

[ Stand ]

does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and
so prove to be my disciples.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.
NICENE CREED:
SERMON HYMN:

Hymnal, page inside back cover [ Sit ]

“Fruitful Trees, The Spirit’s Sowing”
Fruitful trees, the Spirit's sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.
Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.
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#691

Fruitful trees, the Spirit's tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven's love and joy and peace.

SANCTUS:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005008

SERMON:

“The Written Gift”

SONG FOR MEDITATION:

“You Are The Vine”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Acts 8:26-40

Hosanna in the highest.

Allison Ulmer

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and
be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
AMEN.

Remember in prayer—

Mia Balko - Lilly Kay Brown - JoAnn Douglas - Dick Dudley - Beverly Filla-Streib - Chuck Fredrikson - Blake
Gibson - Mark Holly - Evelyn Loewe - Virginia Loewe - Michael Lyons - Barbara Rapstein - Cyndee Remmert Lane Rex - Hailey Russell - John Salinas - Ann Shipley - Shane Small - Michael Spieglehaur - Lee Tiller - Helen
Witzsche - Nancy Kieschnick - Joan Miller - Our Military & their Families - Our Nation - Business Owners - Rain

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE:

The Lord be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.

LORD'S PRAYER:

Our Father who art in heaven, . . .

WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE.
PROPER PREFACE:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

(Hymnal, inside back cover)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lift up your hearts.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might:

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
PAX DOMINI:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

AMEN.
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AGNUS DEI:

John 1:29

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ~ Thank the Lord:

[ Stand ]

[ Sit ]

COMMUNION HYMN:
“O Blessed Spring”
O blessèd spring, where Word and sign
Embrace us into Christ the Vine:
Here Christ enjoins each one to be
A branch of this life-giving Tree.
Through summer heat of youthful years,
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
The boughs will shout for joy again.
When autumn cools and youth is cold,
When limbs their heavy harvest hold,
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move
With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
As winter comes, as winters must,
We breathe our last, return to dust;
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing
And trust the promise of the spring.
Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
Be praised for this blest mystery:
That Word and water thus revive
And join us to Your Tree of Life.

#595

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT:
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

AMEN.
BENEDICTION:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

AMEN.
CLOSING HYMN:

“On What Has Now Been Sown”
On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow'r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005008
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[ Sit ]

#921

To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow'rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.
O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!
Text: Public domain
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