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Cursed Comparing and Grandiose Giving
We find it hard not to notice others—what they have, what they earn, and how they live. What is

worse, however, is that we constantly compare ourselves to others. Most of the time we figure that

we are on the short end of the stick. But when it comes to the kingdom of God, there is no room for

quick comparisons. Instead, we stand in awe of God’s rich mercy and generous grace. This is far more

than we deserve. If we insist upon comparing our situation to others and complaining, God’s response

is clear. Take what you have been given and leave. But if we let go of the comparisons, we find

ourselves blessed beyond measure with His forgiveness, life, and salvation.

PRESERVICE ANTHEM:   “Christ Our Hope In Life And Death” Allison Ulmer

THE BELL                 a   a   a CANDLES a   a   a                 WELCOME
(Order of service:  Divine Service–Setting One, page 151 LSB)

Z   Z   Z   CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   Z   Z   Z

OPENING HYMN:   “With The Lord Begin Your Task” #869

++++   With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.

For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.

Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended,

In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended.

++++   Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.

On the Lord cast ev’ry care; He is your salvation.

Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,

Save you from the tempter’s might, With His presence cheer you.
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++++   With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;

In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you.

All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master,

Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.

++++   If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing,

Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.

Good will follow ev’rywhere While you here must wander;

You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.

++++   Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended;

May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended.

Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor;

Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.

INVOCATION:

(P:)   In the name of the Father and of the c Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(C:)   AMEN.

EXHORTATION: If we say we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
— Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. —

CONFESSION: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors

as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen.
ABSOLUTION:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the c Son and of the Holy Spirit.       AMEN.
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Z   Z   Z   SERVICE OF THE WORD   Z   Z   Z

INTROIT: Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: Ps. 116:17

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and call on the name of the LORD.
What shall I render to the LORD

for all his benefits to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD.
Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his saints.
O LORD, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and call on the name of the LORD.

KYRIE: To The Tune Of “O God, Our Help In Ages Past”

++++ Have mercy on Your people, Lord.

Have mercy, Christ, our King.

Renew us by Your mercy, Lord;

Accept the prayers we bring.

HYMN OF PRAISE ~ This is the Feast: Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9
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SALUTATION: The Lord be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.

COLLECT OF THE DAY: Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help

us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

                                                                          AMEN. [ Sit ]

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 55:6–9

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and

the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our

God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,

declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my

thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

THANKS BE TO GOD.



GRADUAL: Fear the Lord, you his saints

For those who fear Him  lack nothing
Many are the afflictions of the righteous

But the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Amen.

EPISTLE: Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, so that

it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for

Christ. And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more

bold to speak the word without fear. For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus

Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all

ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by

death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me.

Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with

Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this,

I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may

have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be

worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened

in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that

from God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also

suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.

THANKS BE TO GOD. [ Stand ]

ALLELUIA AND VERSE:
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HOLY GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter.

GLORY TO YOU, O LORD.
Matthew 20:1-16 — “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them

into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to

them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again

about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found

others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one

has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the

first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those

hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on

receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one

of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to

you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what

belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

NICENE CREED: Hymnal, page inside back cover
[ Sit ]

SERMON HYMN:   “In Christ Alone”

++++ In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm

What heights of love, what depths of peace

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease

My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand

++++ In Christ alone, who took on flesh

Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness

Scorned by the ones He came to save

'Til on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid, 

Here in the death of Christ I live



++++ There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain

Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For I am His and He is mine, 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

++++ No guilt in life, no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me

From life's first cry to final breath

Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell, no scheme of man

Can ever pluck me from His hand

Till He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

SERMON: “Confidence In Hope” TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 12-14, 19-30

HYMN:   “Seek Ye First” #712

++++  Seek ye first the kingdom of God

And His righteousness;

And all these things shall be added unto you.

Hallelu, Hallelujah!

++++ Ask, and it shall be given unto you;

Seek, and ye shall find.

Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.

Hallelu, Hallelujah!

++++ Man does not live by bread alone,

But by every word

That proceeds from the mouth of God.

Hallelu, Hallelujah!
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:                           Remember in prayer— 

Ryan Addison - Mia Balko - Dick Dudley - Chuck Fredrikson - Blake Gibson - Mark Holly - Morris Klare -

Russell Klare - Evelyn Loewe - Virginia Loewe - Michael Lyons - Kenneth Parker - Cyndee Remmert - Lane

Rex -Red Robertson - Christina Cobb Rodriguez - Hailey Russell - John Salinas - Ann Shipley - Shane Small -

Michael Spieglehaur - Helen Witzsche - Judy Wood - Buddy Jones - Nancy Kieschnick - Joan Miller - Friends

& Family of Adelia Lorenz, Lynette Schnieder, Jerome Tymrak - Our Military & their Families - Our Nation -

Business Owners - Seasonal Weather

Z   Z   Z   SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   Z   Z   Z

PREFACE: The Lord be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.
Lift up your hearts.

WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE.

PROPER PREFACE:       It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns

to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: To The Tune Of “Holy, Holy, Holy”

++++ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

Day and night we join to praise

Your love and majesty.

You alone are holy, worthy, and righteous.

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

++++ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

We rejoice to join the hymns

Of earth and sky and sea.

Generations praise You, with saints and angels.

Holy and bless’d through all eternity



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of

His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,

and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as

He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

       AMEN.

LORD'S PRAYER: (Hymnal, inside back cover)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, . . .

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My c body, which is given

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My c blood, which is shed for

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

AMEN.

AGNUS DEI: To The Tune Of “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”

++++ O Lamb of God, we pray:

Take all our sins away-

Our faith increase.

Have mercy on us all,

Strengthen us when we fall,

Answer our fervent call

And grant us peace. [ Sit ]

9

COMMUNION ANTHEM:   “Increase Our Faith” Allison Ulmer

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ~ Thank the Lord: [ Stand ]

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       AMEN.

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and c give you peace.

AMEN. [ Sit ]

CLOSING HYMN:   “Almighty Father, Bless The Word” #923

++++ Almighty Father, bless the Word

Which through Your grace we now have heard.

Oh, may the precious seed take root,

Spring up, and bear abundant fruit!
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++++ We praise You for the means of grace

As homeward now our steps we trace.

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here

May all at last in heav'n appear.

++++ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

SILENT PRAYER
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Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book.  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard

Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service

Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

“Christ Our Hope in Life And Death” Words and Music by Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa©2020 Getty Music Publishing

(BMI) / Messenger Hymns (BMI) / Jordan Kauflin Music (BMI) / Matthew Merker Music (BMI) / Getty Music Hymns and Songs (ASCAP) / Love Your Enemies

Publishing (ASCAP) / adm atmusicservices.org “In Christ Alone” Words and music by Stuart Townend & Keith Getty Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music

(Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family). “Seek Ye First” Words and music by

Karen Lafferty © 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP) Reprinted via CCLI#1930946 and streamed via CCLI Streaming License

#20221028.“Increase Our Faith” Words and Music by David Haas - ©1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted by Onelicense reprint and podcast license #A-

721233

12


